Capillary leakage complicated by compartment syndrome necessitating surgery.
A single episode of systemic capillary leak syndrome is reported in a HIV-positive patient. The shock had necessitated the infusion of large amounts of fluid with concomitant diffuse swelling and weight gain leading to compartment syndrome of both legs. This required surgical relief. The initial high hematocrit (62%) and low serum protein concentration (48 g/l) with normal factor V (molecular weight above 300,000) concentrations are the hallmark of capillary leak when they are associated with hypovolemic shock. It must be emphasized that fluid resuscitation may worsen the muscle damage with ultimate compartment syndrome. Therefore, it appears reasonable to monitor muscular pressure during volume expansion in patients with capillary leak syndrome, severe shock and muscular swelling.